


THE 


WESTERN NEW-YORK 


Baptist (Wagastue. 





Numser 3.] AUGUST, 1823. [Vor. IV. 





Blography. 


From the American Baptist Magazine. 
MEMOIR OF REV. JAMES COLMAN, 
Late Missionary at Cox’s Bazar, in India. 


A good likeness of a departed friend is justly esteemed a valuable tre 
aire. We may have but little taste for the fine arts, but when we see the 
image of those features impressed on the canvass, which once beamed with 
joy at our prosperity, and saddened with sorrow at the recital of our griefs, 
it awakens in our minds many pleasant, end yet melancholy recollections. 
And although we have had no intimacy with an individual who has ren- 
dered eminent services to his country, to the cause of science, or religion, 
yet we love to gaze on the resemblance of one, whose talents and influence 
were consecrated to the good of mankind. ‘That man is not to be envied 
who can view with indifference the portraits of those distinguished states- 
men, who, under God, secured the independence of our country, and laid 
the foundation of our civil and political institutions.. Nor is he to be ad- 
mired who can look with apatiry on those features, which in the persons of 
the reformers glowed with ‘indignation at the rank abuses of popery, and 
received a sterner texture from an inflexible determination of soul to ope 
pose those abuses in the face of every danger. 

But if the power of forming a distinct conception of the personal ap- 
pearance of eminent men is gratifying to us, an acquaintance with their 
moral and religious character will surely afford superior gratification, 
While we trace the history of their lives, and see the piety which they ex- 
ercised, the purity of life which they maintained, and the benevolence 
which habitually influenced their conduct ; we feel deeper self-abasement, 
and are excitedto mere high and holy attainments. It is difficult to turn 
away from the conte:.: .plation of real e3 ccellence, without.some rebukes of 
conscience, and a determination to imitate the example which has been 
placed before us. It was to produce this salutary influence that the lives 
of good men are recorded in the scriptures. Their character is drawn, 
that we might not be “slothful, but followers of them, who through faith 
and patience inherit the promises.” 

With these views of the tendency of biographical writings, we shall 
proceed to give an outline of the character of our late missionary brother. 
While it is believed that the feelings of personal friendship will be gratified 
a a perusal of this Memoir, a hope is also indulged that it will awaken in 

some pious youth an ardent desire to be employ ed in missionary service; 
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and lead to more active and extended efforts in favour of the perishing hea. 
then. 
Mr. Couman was bornin Bosten, Massachusetts, February, 19, 1794, 
Although his parents were in humble circumstances, yet it was his un- 
speakable privilege to be blessed with a father who feared God. This 
pious parent, who was much respected for his upright and unblemished 
deportment, felt a deep concern for the salvation of his only child. He 
not only caused him to attend on the public ministry of the word, but ex. 
hibited before him in the retirement of domestic life a practical illustration 
of the pure and holy nature of Christianity. This good man had the hap- 

iness of knowing that his prayers were answered, and his eflorts success. 
ful; for at the early age of eleven years, the mind of his son was deeply 
impressed wita a sense of the evil of sin, and the importance and necessity 
of personal religion. What were the immediate means of his conversion 
to God, are not distinctly known. Put having found peace with God, 
through our Lord Jesus Christ, he made a public profession of his foith, 
and united with the second Baptist Church in Boston, under the pastoral 
care of Rey. Dr. Baldwin, in Oct. 1504. In 1807, he was one, who, with 
several others, became organized as the third Baptist Church in Bosten, 
His relation with this church continued, until his decease. Perhaps an ac- 
count of this part of his life cannot be more satistactorily given, than ina 
communication addressed by himself to his Pastor, dated 

Danvers, May 16, 1815. 

Rev. and dear Sir, 

Few and evil, said an ancient patriarch, have been the years of my Tife; 
and this evening, in looking back upon the few days which I have so- 
journed on earth, I have great reason to make the same exclamation. ‘The 
years of my life have been very few, and much evi] hath been performed in 
each. Sometimes when reflecting upon the past, lam ready to call upon 
my soul, and ail that is within me, to bless the name of God for his ama: 
zing goodness, in preserving me so long upon his footstool. ‘The first 11 
years of my life were spent in the service of sin; I lived without God, and 
without hope in the world; an alien from the commonwealth of Israel, and 
a stranger to the covenantof promise. It must be matter of eternal grati- 
tude and praise, that his rich grace was manifested in bowing my stubborn 
will, enlightening my dark mind, and raising me, as 1 have some reasen 
to hope, from a death in sm, to newness of life in Christ Jesus. But how 
evil have been my days since that propitious period! I have to lament cold 
and wandering affections, a dark mind, and a very unsanetified heart. 
How often have I listened to the insinuations of Satan! How frequently 
have I been allured by a deceptive world! [ow easily have I been char- 
med by the “ song of the prosperous worldling,” and almost transperted 
with the idea, that “ celestial flowers were to be gathered on earthly ground.” 
What little progress have I made in the divine life! how feeble are my 
conceptions of eternal realities! how narrow and cantracted are my views 
of the sacred Scriptures! Surely the years of my life have been very 
evil. But what have I done to promote the cause of truth, to advance the 
declarative glory of God, to awaken poor unfeeling sinners, or comfort 
and establish the dear saints? Nothing.—I look back and can compare 
myself to nothing but a blank in ereation. Surely then my days have been 
very evil, and with shame I make the confession ; for I am under the orcat- 
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est obligations to be active in promoting the welfare of immortal souls, and 
glorifying the holy name ef God. Redeemed, as I hope, from the bond- 
ave of sin, from the condemnation of the laws introduced into the glorious 
liberty of the gospel; made an heir of God, and a joint heir with Jesus 
Christ, to an incorruptible inheritance ; surely I am under eternal obliga- 
tions to live to the honour of my Saviour, God. At seasons I feel that the 
time past of my hfe should suffice, and more than suffice, in that I have 
walked after the vain courses of the world, and wish to spend the remain- 
der of my days in the service of Jesus. But how unfit, how unworthy to 
be employed in so blessed a cause! It would be an honour for the highest 
angels inthe realins of bliss, to expatiate on the character and work of our 
creat Redeemer. Jt is said they rejoice when a sinner is converted to God; 
andif they could speak from the skies to the sons of men, how moving 
would be their expostulations, how fervent their addresses, how heavenly 
their eloquence! It is a great wonder that I do not feel more of the im- 
portance of the christian ministry. Itis a work of vast consequence ; and 
when | look into the oracles of truth, many doubts cloud my mind, as it 
respects my own personal call to preach the gospel.” 

JIis pastor perceiving that he had a mind capable of high improvement 
and cultivation, frequently urged on him the importance of treasuring up a 
stock of knowledge while he was young. He was reminded that whether 
he moved in a private or public station, knowledge would contribute to his 
comfort and usefulness. This counsel was not lost upon him, and he avail- 
ed himself of the facility which was offered to him ef reading such books as 
were calculated to establish him in the great doctrines of the gospel, and fur- 
tish his mind with general information. At different times enquiry was 
made ef him, whether he had not serious thoughts, that it might be his 
duty to preach the gospel. He often replied, “ I have great desires to de- 


vote myself to the work of the ministry, but a consciousness of my own 
incapacity, and a persuasion of the greatness of the werk discourage me.” 
He was indeed so much perplexed in relation to this subject, that he en- 
deavoured to banish all thoughts of engaging in the Christian ministry. To 
do this mere effectually, he established himself in a business which neces- 
sarily occupied his chief attention. It was, however, so ordered by divine 
Providence, that he was unsuccessful. And although this event was atten- 
ded with some painful circumstances both to himself and friends, it was no 
doubt overruled for good. 

The account which he gave to the church when he offered himself as a 
candidate for the ministry, is so interesting, that no apology will be deemed 
necessary for presenting it to our readers. It shows that his entrance on 
this work was not the result of a premature and unaccountable resolution ; 
and it exhibits in a forcible manner the various alternations of feeling which 
he experienced on this subject. In describing the operations of his mind, 
Mr. Colman remarks : 

“When Iwas quite a child I had desires to be a public speaker; and 
when my young friends and relations came to see me, Instead of engaging 
in acts of diversion ; with the Bible in my hand, I would name a text, and 
deliver a lecture tothem-on the duties which they owed their parents, and 
on the mercies which they enjoyed. On one occasion when my little room 
was filled with listening friends I was so much affected that the tears flowed 
plentifully down my cheeks, and my hearers could not refrain from weep- 
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ing also. After I entertained a hope in the Saviour, I had great desires tg 
speak to my fellow creatures about the important realities of a future state ; 
but my fervour soon relaxed, and I grew cold and insensible. It was more 
than four years ago that impressions relative to the gospel ministry became 
fixed in my mind. At that time I had a deep and allectmg sense of the 
awful condition of man by nature, as exposed to the vengeance of Almighty 
God, and utterly unable to belp himsclf. ‘these views continued for some 
time, and at last produced a desire to do something to promote their welfare, 
Jt is impossible for a rational being to have the views which I then enter- 
tained without great desires for the salvation of immortal souls. ‘To see. 
men standing onthe verge of ruin, without the feast conception of danger, 
is the most aflecting sight which can be presented to a thinking mind. With 
heart-felt satisfaction, I viewed Jesus able and willing to save the wretched 
sinner ; and it was my desire to urge those arcund me to flce from the path 
of destruction to the Lamb of God. For a year I entertained ‘the most 
pleasing thoughts concerning the gospel ministry. My imagmation often 
laced me in the midst of crowded assemblies, and while the word was dis- 
pensed, I saw tears gushing from a hundred eyes, and joy beaming in a 
hundred faces. But ah! these pleasing phantoins were soon succeeced by 
darkness and distress. As yet, I had not considered the important duties 
which devolve on the Christian minister, nor the trials which often attend 
his progress. I had only looked on the bright side of hisexperience. I had 
only viewed him as the successful preacher, andthe happy Pastor. But I 
soon perceived that his station required the inost unwearied labour, in con- 
sequence of the arduous duties which were his daily employment. By de- 
grees I was led to contemplate the diversified scenes of a preacher’s life. 
I viewed him in the pulpit: from thence I followed him to the closet, and 
heard him lament the many imperfections which attended his best services; 
the coldness of his affections, the weakness of his faith, and the dimness of 
his hope. I heard him administering reproof to the froward and to the 
negligent professor, establishing the weak and wavering, rendering com- 
fort to the distressed, and urging all his brethren to the performance of eve 
ry Christian duty, I walked by his side when he entered the hovel of penu- 
sy, and the chamber of sickness. I listened to his kind admonitions, his 
rentle reproof, his warm expostulations, and his fervent prayers. WhenI 
had viewed these duties, I was led with the apostle to exclaim, “ Who is 
sufficient for these things!” At different periods during two years, I was 
impressed with a sense of the difficult station which a faithful minister oc- 
cupied. Whenever I was the subject of these impressions, solitude was 
my delight. Unfit for society, with pleasure 1 retired to some lonely spot, 
and with feelings which I cannot describe, would exclaim, “Lord, I ama 
child, andknow nothing. Young in years, and still younger in expericnce; 
without education, and possessing but a scanty talent, how can I be suita- 
ble to bear the most important tidings to guilty man ?” At this time I view- 
ed myself as the least of saints, and thought I was as able to pluck the sun 
from his station, as to dispense the word of life. With these views, I be- 
gan to consider it as the extreme of folly for me to indulge the least idea of 
preaching. I thought thwt all my feelings were merely the phantoms of 
a childish imagination, and should be entirely suppressed ; accordingly I 
set about the work. But now the commandment lay heavy on my mind 3 
st scemed as though g wo was pronounced against me, if J did not attempt 
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@ preach the gospel. The words of Watts would often sound like a peal 
of thander in my cers, 


“Go, preach my gospel, saith the Lord, _ 
“ Bid the whole carth my grace receive.” 


This situation was very trying; I viewed myself as altogether unqualified 
to perform the duties of a minister ; and yet a solemn command was laid 
upon me to go forward in the work. In this conditicn I resolved to stifle 
all impressions of this kind. With sorrow I look back to the time when I 
formed this resolution. I believe it has been the gause of trials and diffi- 
culties which were unknown to me before. My attempts, however, were 
all abortive. Reason was all in vain. A single talent, a confined educa- 
iion, a juvenility of years, were feeble arguments. God is all-sufficient ; 
even of stones he can raise up children to Abraham; he can employ the 
weakest instruments to promote the greatest designs. This was reasoning 
which overthrew all my resolutions. I tried to attribute these impressions 
to pride ; but my small talent forbid an indulgence of the idea. Notwith- 
standing these feelings, I only experienced pleasure when engaged cither 
dircctly or indirectly, in those exercises which might prove beneficial to 
me, should I ever be engaged in the work of the ministry. During the 
winter of 1812, I was quite convinced that my feelings were not all ima- 
ginary, and made several attempts to unbosom them to the Pastor of the 
church of which fam amember. Dut all in vain ;—my heart failed; and 
now I renewed my former resolution, to erase these impressions from my 
remembrance. I conceived that if the Lord intended to bring me into the 


work, he would perform his intentions, whether I opposed or not. This 


opposition was not produced by adisrelish for the work, but from a view cf 
its importance as it respects duties and consequences. 

Although my impressions were streng, and often forced me to a sense of 
duty, yet still my stubborn mind was unwilling to yield entirely to the gen- 
tle calls of mercy. Proud in consequence of the favours which I had re- 
ceived, Timagined that God would never frown upon me; that by some 
means congenial to my feelings, he would bring me into the impertant 
work. But I soon learnt many woeful lessons from sad and painful expe- 
rience. But a short time elapsed before the providence of God provedioa 
demonstation, that none but “ the willing and the obedient eat the good of the 
land.” Akind, a tender, and an affectionate parent was removed to the 
jand of silence. In one sad moment I was deprived of the cownsel, the 
advice, the kind admonitions, and the fervent warnings of one, who had 
alwaystaken the most tender interest in my welfare, and to whom I had 
looked on all occasions, as a director and friend. ‘The stroke was painful, 
but not righily improved. Sconafter this event, my mind was deeply im- 
pressed with a sense of duty ; but some considerations of a worldly kind, 
and anadherance to a former resolution, induced me to suppress my feel- 
ings as much as possible. After the death of my dear parent, my busi- 
ness was so much confined, that I had much leisure; and I conceived 
the idea, that if I was absorbed in business, my mind would loose all 
sense of former impressions. ‘This was one motive which induced me to. 
enter into partnership with a person in trade. But all our effcrts were 
blasted ; one disaster followed another, until I was reduced from a pretty 


Somfortable state. tg continual .apprelensiows—to poverty and distress? . 
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Previous to this event, however, I saw that folly had marked iy steps; 
that I had turned a deaf ear to the reprools of conscience; that I had tri. 
fled with the most solemn impressions; and had forgotten the favour of 
heaven. I began to have different views of the w ork. ‘She worth of 

souls lay heavily on my mind. {it appeared a pleasing employ to point 
the enquiring sinner to Jesus, and to establish the saint in every good 
word and work. Although I perceived, in some measure, the important 
duties of ministers, yet Jesus was suflicient for all their wants; he had 
promised to be with them always, even unto the end of the world. [is 
power is omnipotent, his wisdom is consummate, his knowledge is un- 
bounded, his love and compassion are inexpressible ; and all these per- 
fections are engaged to carry the faithful preacher through every trial, toa 
joyful termination of his course. 

I then felt resolved, that whenever the providence of God pointed the 

way, in his strength I would go forward. And although I have had’many 
trials since, relative to my temporal and spiritual affairs; although my way 
has been hedged up, and thick darkness has often cnaveloped me; yet | 
think it an inexpressible mercy, considering my obstinacy, that | greater 
judgments are not poured upon me. And if I should ever be the happy 
instrument of turning a sinner to Jesus, of strengthening a dear saint, and 
of exhibiting in an intelligible manner, the glorious doctrines of the cross, 
my former trials will vanish from my sight, and I shall be led to exclaim, 
« Those light afflictions were but for a moment.” 

Having preached before the church, when several ministers were also 
present, who expressed much satisfaction, Mr. Colman was licenced to 
preach on the 25th of February, 13815. 

Theehurch of which he was a member, had no sooner expressed _ their 
confidence that he was designed of the Lord for public usefulness, than 
he was placed under the care of the Rev. Mr. now Dr. Chaplin of Dan- 
vers, (now President of Waterville College) where he pursued his literary 
and theological studies till he embarked for India. Many of his letters 
which were written during this period, breathe such a spirit of piety and 
good sense ; and serve so fully io develope his character, that it w ould be 
improper not to give them a place in this Memoir. : 

Danvers, April 29, 1815. 
Rev. and Dear Sir, 

A recollection of the many happy hours which I have spent at your 
fire side; of the repeated acts of kindness with which you have favoured 
me, and the pleasing invitation which you gave me to unfold my views and 
feelings to you by letters, will, I feel convinced, encourage me to write 
with freedom. 

Since I have been in this place, I have enjoyed many happy scasons, 
both in the sanctuary and closet. Daily experience convinces me, that ! 
can do but little to promote the weliare of immortal souls, to build up the 
cause of ‘Zion, or honour ‘my Saviour in the world, without constant watch: 
fulness and prayer. It is in the closet that my fears are removed, the 
darkness of my mind dispersed, and sweet peace communicated to my 
soul. There I receive fresh strength to perform duty; new views of s% 
cred truth, and of my blessed Lord. On ground so sacred as that devoted 
to the purpose of communion with God, “the tempter but seldom treads 
When the Christian is engaged in sweet intercourse with the great Z'hre? 
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One, he ascends a holy mount, his closet becomes nothing less than the 
house of God and the very gate of heaven. The place is too hallowed 
for the enemy of holiness, and no doubt he often flees from these conse- 
crated retreats, and leaves the Christian to the undisturbed enjoyment of 
sublime devotion. I have some reason to say, that in the closet, very se- 
vere temptations have entirely left me. I have gene tothe closet dark and 
discouraged, but returned with light and hope. You may imagine from my 
observe ations, that Tam much in the excreise of prayer.—Alas ! this is not 
the case! I am but little engaged in this blessed duty ; and when J at- 
tempt, my wan dering thoughts and unholy feelings often destroy the hap- 
piness whicn micht be enjoyed in fellowship with the blessed Saviour. In- 
deed, I have a very deceitful heart ; move deceitful, and more to be fear- 
ed than our subile foe. It is this which binds me to earth, robs me of joy, 
spoils my devotions. I have so much pride and unbelief, that at times f 
almost fear that the blessed Saviour will not employ me in his service. J 
often think, can it be possible that one so earthly, so debased, will be per- 
mitted to build up the aay cause of Zicn3; ene so s:ful, to be instrumen- 
tal in establishing that kingdom, which is governed by righteous laws and 
by a righteous King ? * - * * ¥ ad 

One who is called to this work, may be styled an ambassador ef Ged. 
He bears the mind and will of the great Jehovah to perishing man; he is 
sent to beseech men to be reconciled to God 3_ he must stand unmoved by 
the frowns or allurements of the world, and ‘deliver his message, whether 
men will hear or forbear. He should speak with all that plainness, and 
pathos, which will commend himself to every man’s conscience in the 
sight of God. Unless he performs his duty, the blocd ef seuls will be re- 
quired at his hand, and cry for vengeance on his guilty head. In order 
to keep his garments unstained, what a sternness of soul, what a desire 
for the conversion of sinners, and for the divine glory, what purity of 
heart, and life, what enlarged conceptions, and c: salted views, should pos- 
sess his mind! He should be a praying man, one who keeps up Gaily in- 
tercousse with heaven; his conduct should bear a great resemblance to His 
who was holy, harmless, undefiled, and separate from sinners. And, 
dear sir, when I contrast myself with the very imperfect description here 
given, Tam almost ready to conclude that the creat Lord of the harvest 
never intended I should be a debourer. Yiowever, ! feel willing to leave 
all thines in the hands of my heaveuly Father ; he will do ail things well ; 
and I teel satisfied, that He has always led me into the right path. Even 
now a ray of hope beams into my mind, from the following considera- 
tions,—the people of God would never have done so much for me, 1 
should never have been brought to this place, I should never have com- 
menced my present studies, unless the Lord had intended me, in some 
measure, for uscfulness. And when I leok around, and see the extensive 
fie! d, and recollect the creat call there is for labourers, I feel rejoiced, the 
Lord enabling me, to go forth, and bear, with my brethrea, the heat and 
burden of the day. At times 1 feel willing to become all things to all men, 
if by any means [ might save some. Then the work appears very gleriovs 
and souls exceedingly precious ; then the fear of man, which often brings 
a snare, entirely leaves me, and I speak with some freedom to poor sin- 
ners. Since He it Boston, I have tried to speak in public several times 5 
but seldom, howey er, without a great share of diffidence. The last tr 
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bath I went to the Factory, I felt more confidenee than on any former ocd 
casion. In the afternoon ‘there was quite a number of Pr cople, and I spoke 
with more freedom than is usual for me. The attention was very good, 
and I hope that something pleasing may result. © Sir, if one so unwor- 
thy can request an interest in your petitions, be so kind, as to bear me up. 
on your mind, when you bow before the mercy seat. My great desire ir 
that I may be useful. Permit me to express my gratit ide to you, a8 ae 
tender interest you have taken in my welfare, particularly in opening « 
way for meto obtain an educution. Dear Sir, I can never e xpress my fe el. 
ings to you, and my other kind friends, for their great liberality in sending 
me to this place. “Their benevolence shall excite me to fresh and moze 
vigorous exertions ; it shall prove a stimulus to me in every unfeeling 
monient. 

My studies are increasingly pleasant. The roughness of the way has 
gradually disappeared, and now I find myself in a pretty smooth path, 
J Jong to make greater progress; my wishes and progress are by no means 
equal. Othat I may have grace to improve the little knowledge which I 
may obtain, ina suitable manner. An increase of knowledge, without an 
increase of grace, will be attended with little benefit to the Christiay 
minister. 

Danvers, Oct. 14, 1815, 
Ney. and dear Sir, 

[am frequently surprised, when ener the strength of my body 
now, and what it was two months ago. At that time I was afflicted with g 
severe cough, and an expectoration of blood from my lungs; but now my 
couch has entirely ceased, with its attendant evil. O what reason have I 
for sratitude ! what reason to devote my life to the service of God. Cer 
tainly, if I should be raised to that degree of health, which would justify 

an appearance in the pulpit, new obligations would be imposed en me. 
At times I have earnestly prayed, that the Lord would prepare me for the 
delizhtful service of the sanctuary ; and I trust that the severe dispensation 
with which I have been visited, will be onc means of fitting me for future 
duties. If it tends to promote humility, to lead me to the throne of grace, 
and to give me a sense a my entire dependence on God, it will be a swe 
affliction—through life I shall have reason to bless the Lord for it. I ne- 
ver realized that delightfulexpression so much as of late, “ Sanetified al- 
flictions are blessings in disguise.” Yes, they are angels of HA A they 
are messengers of compassion. Accompanied by the Holy Spirit, they 
will purify the heart, detach the affections from earth, and set them on 
God. Sanctified afflictions tend to lessen w orldly objects in our esteem, 
while they attach an importance to those which are beyond the ¢v ave. 
Prosperity intoxicates the mind, afflictions are that happy antidote whic! 
reduce it to its proper state. In prosperity we but seldom recollect that ih 3 
is a fleeting world, that this is not our continuing city, nor abiding place ; 
but visited with affliction we > feel like the traveller overtaken with severe 
sickness ina crowded and inconvenient inn. Then most he longs for 
home, then he casts a “ wishful eye” to his peaceful habitation, where the 
noise of strangers is never known. Thus the Christian, when borne dows 
with the trials of life, looks, by the eye of faith, to that state “ where the 
wicked cease from troubling, and the weary are atrest.” How de light{ul 
iathe idea, that there is axest beyond this troubled scene! that after ¥¢ 
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pave endured the tempests of life, we shall become inhabitants of a world 
that ‘“ knows no storms,” and sit in eternal composure “ beneath a vault 
unsullied with a cloud. 2 Surely if we have a hope of such _blessedness, 
we should not be discouraged with present trials, especially when we ree- 
ollect their beneficial tsnde ney in this world, and that weight of glory 
which they prepare us to receive in another. But in the midst of afflic- 
tions, whea its waves and its billows go over us, we should feel like the 
Psalmist, and adopt his language: “ Why.art thou cast down, O my soul? 
and why art thou disquieted within me ? Hope thou in God, for I shall 
yet praise him, who isthe health of my countenance, and my God.” 

Dari ing the vacation I enjoyed much. ‘The sermon you preached on the 
Lord's da Ly morning after my arrival in Boston, was very refreshing. It 
seenied rr iened for me, and [ really think the Holy Spirit applied many 
of the truths it contained, to my soul. Seeing my friends and conversing 
with thom also served to enliven my mind. Christian intercourse is de- 
lichiful. [know there is a sacred cord which binds to my heart the dear 
P ople of God; “ they are the excellent of the earth.” “Their joys and 

sorrows are mi ne ; ; where they live | wish to live; where they die, I fain 

would die, and there would I be buried. It seems rational to me, that a 
person can very easily decide, who are the people of their choice. Can 
we be doubtful whether we love a person or not? It really appears im- 

sible. A cons¢iousness of love to the brethren, has sometimes strength- 
ae me, when assailed by the great adversary. My time is now employ- 
ed in studying Latin and Greek. The study of the Greek Testament jis 
very pleasing ; but I think it will be move so, when I shall be able to get 
three or four chapters for alesson. I think 1 can never regret employing 
my time in gaining a knowledge of the languages. All I feel concerned 
about in this respect, is, that the shortness of my time will not permit me 
to acquire the knowledge I wish. 

Danvers, Feb. 17, 1816. 

Rev. and dear Sir, 

Lach day has brought its duties ; these duties must be discharged. In 

order to do this, I frequently find that every moment must be improved. 
When I reiect upon the years which have passed away, without bearing 
any testimonies of my advancement in knowledge, a new ardour is enkin- 
dled in my bosom, to husband the opportunity which I now enjoy. This 
I esteem as my golden hour 3 but it is rapidly passing away, and once 
gone, it will never return. I never expect to be favoured with a season like 
the present. Surely then Ican act the part of wisdom only by a close ap- 
plication to my studies. _ Work while the day lasts,” is the language of 
reason as well as of scripture. O that I may ever feel the force of the in- 
junction. Tt seems to me that there is every thing to excite a youth placed 
in my situation to diligence and industry. The importance of the objects 
which he secks ; is sufficient to urge him forward in his course. If he 
pants for usefulness; if he has ardent desires to sound abroad the fame. of 
Jesus, and to be the instrument of tuming many unto righteousness, hé 
will naturally ask himself how these important ends are to be attained. 

{xtensive usefulness is the mark at which the ministers of Jesus should 
tim. They do not wish the applause of mortals; they do not seek the 
empty toys of time, but the approbation of their Judee, And how are they 
fo gain WP Our blessed Lord has told.us. In the twe ity-fifth of Mat. 
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thew he compares the kingdom of heaven, or what seems mor? Taturst 

the Lord of all things,. to a man travelling into a far country, who calle 
this own servants, im delivered unto them his coods. To one he give 
five talents, to another two, and to another one. ‘Lhe approbation of the 
Giver depended upon the right improvement of his gifts. Upon his ret urn 
we find him commending those who had increased their stock, and exalt. 
ing them to be rulers over many things. But be that had hid his Lord’s 
talent i im the earth, was deprived of it, * and cast mto outer darkness. No 
doubt this parable was spoken to stimulate the people of sed in the cis. 
charge of their duty, to arouse them from inactivity, and to make them 
faithful stewards of their Master’s goods. If then the willing and the obe. 
dient only are to eat the good of the land; if faithfel servants only are to 


‘share the smiles of their Master, docs it not become ali the followers of 


Jesus, and especially the preachers of his gospel, to arise from the bed oj 
sloth, and te do the work which God hath assigned them. © that I may 
ever feel the importance of these things. I, who am so prone to inaetivity, 
who am so backward to duty, need every incentive to arouse my slugeisy 
soul. I have to mourn the little ardour which [ feef in the canse of Go, 
It is a cause which demands all my exertions. Shaine should cover my 
face, and confusion fill my soul, upon a recollection of my stnpi¢cny. | 

When 
looking within I am almost discouraged. ‘The wicke«ness of mz breart, the 
coldness of my affections, connected with my want of tale nt, serve, at 
times almost to destrey every expectation of my doing good. Forzive, 
dear sir, my complaints. If I had not struck upon the thoughts Blick 
nearly fill my letter, I am apprehensive that you w ronkd have been pained 
with the sad tale of my feelings, But I will forbear.” 

In the autumn of 1815, and also.the ensuing summer, Mr. C. 
subject of much bodily indisposition. His sickness was occasicned by 
exchanging the scenes of active life for the sedentary habits of ast» 
dent. The person with whom he passed several weeks, when cox 
pelled to relinquish his studies, remembers very distinetly the pleasing and 
yet painful state of his mind. As to his own personal interest in C&ris, 
and a participation m the final rest whieh remaimeth for the people of Gov, 
Mr. Colman had an humble and steady hope. But the expectation that! 
might live, and yet be unable to preach the Gospel, produced at tims 
very gloomy sensations. Death appeared more desirable to him, than ty 
continuance of life, unless it could be spent in thre service of Christ, an 
in warning sinners to flee from the wrath to come. But although he w 
occasionally much depressed when he imagined that his prospects of pu. 
lic usefulness were cut ofi, yct he manifested a spirit of pious resignation 
the will of God. 


Some idea may be formed of his views and feelings while he was de- 
prived of health, from the following letters. 


» 
woe tee 


Danvers, Aug.11, 1885. 


Rev. and dear Sir, 
The words of Cowper within a few days past, have made a decp i= 


pression on my mind: 
“God moves in a mysterious way, 
His wonders to perform ; 
He plants his footsteps in the sea, 
And rides upon the storm.’ 
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The divine proceedings frequently appear dark aud mysterious. No doubt 
the reason is this, the Lord of heaven and earth works upon a scale ‘too 
extensive for man to comprehend. All the plans of God are laid in infi- 
nite wisd fom, und we mav rest assured that they will advance the best ins 
terests of the universe. Tow pleasing is the consideration that a Being 
of infinite wisdom and benevolenee directs the affairs of nations and: indis 
viduals. When we can be suitably impressed with this idea, every dis- 
pensation of providence which relates to us, appears caleulated for our 
good; we view the divine dealings, as proceeding from a kind and tender 
Father, whose compassion is so great, that he will never send us prosperi= 
ty or aiiliction, unless they are to answer valuable and important ends. 
Ifow sweetis Christian submission! It is a plant which does not thrive in 
nature’s garden. ‘The cold and sterile ground of modern philosophy is: 
pot calculated to preduee it. But it springs up, and grows, and blossoms 
in that heart, whic is daily wet witli tie dews of Heavenly grace. ‘There 
itappears la its native beauty, and renders a character far more amiable 
aud attraetive than the most,aecomplished of this world. Christians al- 
ways stand in necdé of this grace, but never more than when they are visi- 
ted. witli peculiar afilictions. When our hopes and prospects are all blas- 
ted, how apt are we torepine ! When severe dispensations are our lot, we 
are tuo much inclined to arraign the divine conduct at the bar of our limi- 
tedreason, and judge Jfim im whese sight the wisdom of a Newten ‘is 
folly. Ok! that { may ever feel.resigned to the wisdom of God. I feel 
peculiax need of that blessed grace av tiie present time. Since I saw you 
the Lord has visited me, I believe, in answer to prayer ; “ but it has been 
such a way, as alinost drove me to despair.” The all wise Disposer of 
events has been pleased to send upon me an affliction which I dreaded most 
of ail others. Low often have I thought that.nothing would so much dis- 
fourage me, as to disekarge blood from my lungs: but I lave experienced 
sweet cunsolation and strong support when called to endure the trial. 

I have much, reason to be thankful for thie peace of mind which I have 
enjoyed: Lhave net, however, been without triais-on this occasion. Some- 
times I have been afraid that my sickness was a token of the divine dis- 
pleasure, and thatthe Lord frowned upon me for daring to undertake the 
nnportant work of preaching the gospel, without being “qualified and sent. 
At other times, 1 have beea tried with the thought, that if I had a work to 
perform, it has been accomptished, and that I should no more be permitted 
to point sinners to the Lamb of God. ‘This was a severe temptation ; I 
feel its force this moment. But O, Sir, I know not how te part with poor 


sinners. Ihave warned them, perhaps in vain. If this world were the’ 


bound of human cxistence, I would not. drop atear, But eternity succeeds 
time. Soon, very soon, my hearers and myself must appear at the awful 
bar. Then if they have negleeted all warnings, how awful will be their 
case! Jean do but little, but if I could be the means of saving one from 
ruin, my heart would beat with joy. 

Danvers, July.22, 1816. 


Rev. and dear Sir, 
We should ever feel w ilfing to resign all our concerns into the hand of God. 


He is the father of mercies, and will never lay upon us a heavier burden 
than we are able to bear. During my sickness last fall, the words of Cows 
erused to afford me much consolation ; ; * But all is in his: hand, whose 
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raise I seek.” How animating is the idea that diseases are at the disposat 
of our heavenly Father. They are his messengers, frequently sent to pro- 
mote the work of sanctification in his people, and to ripen them for the 
world of blessedness. And, indeed if we seek the praise of God, the very 
trials we endure may be the means of fitting us for more extensive use- 
fulness. When we have passed through afilictions, we know howto sym- 
pathize with the afflicted. ‘Ihe promises which have been made sweet and 
strengthening to us, we ean exhibit to their view, and exhortthem to trust alk 
their concerns in the hand of Him who was our present help in time of trouble, 
Affliction gives us confidence in God. When we have passed through; 
floods and flames, and find him to be unchangeable, we then know by ex. 
perience, that he is a rock, that his work is perfect, and that he will never 
disappoint the expectations of those who put their trust in Him. We then 
have faith tosay, If the Lord hath protected us thus far, if he hath saved 
us from the “lion and the bear,” if he hath been our support when we 
passed through deep waters, and through the furnace of aiiietion, that he 
will never, no, never leave us, that he will never, no. never forseke us, 
‘These truths I have with pleasure heard you preach, and no deubt they af 
ford you a rich source of consolation at this time. The same truths which 
you have administered to others, will now fill yourown seul with joy and 
peace. 


“The gospel bears our spirits up ;. 

A faithful and unchanging God 
Lays the foundation for our hope 

In oaths, and promises, and blood.” 


{To be continucd.} 
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Missionary Intelligence. 








FOREIGN MISSION.—BURMARH. 
MR. JUDSON’S JOURNAL, CONTINUED FROM NOVEMBER I8, 1821. 
December 9, Lord’s day.—I begin to hope that one more Burman has 













felt the vivifying influence of divine truth. He is an old acquaintance of 
Moung-Ing ; and from him received his first impressions. He has visited 
me several times; but it was not till to-day that he expressed his first deter- 
mination to worship the eternal Gop all his life long.” He is a man in Jow 
life—has no family—and his name is Moung Thah. 
Moung Yo, one of the semi-atheists of Pah-tsocan-doung, formerly a 
disciple of Moung Shwa-gnong, has re-commenced visiting me, accomp 
nied by one Moung Bo, of very similar character, lately returned from 
Martaban. They are both men of sterling sense, andconsiderable Jearn- 
ing, and have almost renounced Boodhism in all its forms; for I begin to 
find, that the semi-atheism, which I have sometimes mentioned, is nothing 
but a refined Boodhism, having its foundation in the Boodhist scriptures. 
Dec. 11th.—Received a note from Dr. Price, communicating the apr 
tating intelligence of his arrival off the mouth of the river. 
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Tee, 15tu.—Enjoyed the great satisfaction of welcoming brother and 


eae 
Jan. 20t.—Another scason of rejoicing, eecasioncd by the arrival of 


Br. Hough and famiby. 


March 12th.—Have had nothing to notiee lately, except the progress of. 


the transiation. During a few months past, | have finished Matthew, (a. 
new translation,) Mark and Luke, and this day pass into Romans, the in- 
termediate books being previously done. 

May Sd.—We have just consigned to the grave the remains of our dear 
sister Price. She died yesterday, after a tew days of severe sufiering, 
from a bowel complaint 5 ; and weare left to mourn over one of the heavi iest 


losses, that our mission could sustain. Her short residence emong us had. | 


developed the most excellent qualities, and endeared her to us all. Jiler 
patience, and gentleness, and kindness, and above all, her spirit of fer- 
vent piety, we had learned highly to appreciate, but never so highly as 
when we bent over her dying bed. Previous to the loss of her reason, a 
few hours before her departure, she continued in the uninterrupted enjoy- 
nent of re ligious consolation and peace. ‘The topic on which she most 
frequent ly spoke, was the support she obtained from trusting in) Jesus, un- 
der the slrarp pains which she endured, and in prospect of the great change 
before her. We cannot doubt, that her highest expectations are more than 
realized—that she is now before the throne of God and the Lamb, in that 
blessed world, where pain and sickness, sin and death, are felt and feared 
no more. 

June 30th.—Am just-recevering from severe illness. A few weeks ago, 
tas taken vith a fever, slight at first, but daily increasing in violence, un- 
til the event became very dubious On recoy ering from thie etiects ef the 
fever, and just resuming the translation, I was suddenly seized with the 
cholera morbus, though that disease is not new prevalent in the place ; and 
several hours. of suffering elapsed, before medicine took effect. This, with 
the quantity of opium and laudanum administered, deprived me of the 
little remaining strength which the fever left me, andI am now scarcely 
able to hold a pen. It is singular that last rainy season, I was subject to 
these same diseases, though in different order ; and I ascribe it to the a» 
cendancy which the climate of Rangoon is obtaining over my constitution. 
If it be the will of God, I feel desirous of living to finish the New-Testa- 
ment in Burman, a work which must otherwise be suspended for some time: 

July 2st, Lord’s Day—Another visit from Pah Kyah. He has medi- 
tated deeply on what he heard at the-last interview ; and though his first 2 
pearanee was rough and forbidding, he drinks m divine truth and yields te 
its soul subduing power. 

A larger assembly this day than usual, consisting of above thirty per- 
sons. After worship, Mah Doke was approved by the church, and bap» 
tized. Im tlie evening, had a particular conversation with Menoo, the blind 
girl, and rejoiced to learn the extent of her religious knowledge, and 
still more, to discover some evidences of a work of grace. 

July 25th—Pah Kyah, came again, accompanied by his sister Mah- 
Thah-oo, who, I am told, has been reading the tract, day and night, and 
e¢ame prepared to believe all she should hear. A most interesting, forenovg.. 
with these people, and several otherg- 


ester Price at the place of landing, and of conducting them to the mission. 
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July 27th.—May Zoo, atlength claims to be mentioned—an old phari- 
saical woman, who formerly attended the zayat, for no other purpose, ap- 
parently, but to make a display of her wisdom. She had lately become 
more quiet and humble, but with so much of the old leaven remaining, 
that I had no hope of her. To-day, however, she informs me, that three 
Sunday’s ago, the truth entered her mind, and that she lay all the ensuing 
pight, without sleep, meditating en the wondrous character of God, and 
the strange things she had heard. 

July 28th, Lord’s day—A}\ the new inquirers above mentioned, have 
been with me some part of the day. Mal: Duke, the last baptized, begins 
to take an active part in conversation, and appears.to great advantage.— 
She came accompanied by her friend Mah Ing, a very infrequent visiter, 
on account of the opposition of her husband. [le has lately gone ona 
journey, and during his absence, she ventures to attend worship ; she is.a 
most attentive listener ; but her timidity and reserve rencey it difficult to as- 
certain the state of her mind. [| understand, however, that she occasion- 
ally joins the three Nan-dawgeng sisters in their female prayer mecting, 
and is highly esteemed by them. 

Among the many pleasant and encouraging events of the present time, 
I am grieved to have to mention the exclusion of two church menabers, 
Moung Noy-dwa, and Moung Gway, for totally neglecting public worship, 
and manifesting such a general indijierence to-rcligion as we judged incon- 
sistent with a Christian profession. 

August 4th, Lord's day.—A crowded assembly at worship, as on the 
last two Lord’s days. Oo Nyo, a former disciple of Moung Sliwa-guong, 
and Map Dwa, an old woman, lately cured of blindness by brother Price, 
deserves to be classed among the inquirers. ‘The latter ts more noticea- 
ble, as having been a professed devotee of the strictest class, and for a 
long time, guite unaffected by all she heard concerning our religion. 

‘ August 5th.—Moung Shwa-gnong took his departure for Sha-doung, the 
esidence of his family, intending to join us again, on our way to Ava. 

August 6th.—Moung Long, the one eyed metaphysician, and bosom 
disciple of the Tong-dwen teacher, arrived this day fronry Shwa-doung, 
with his wife Mah Men-yo. ‘The latter listened with the same candid at- 
tention and good sense, which formerly distinguished her, while her hus- 
band retains his characteristic skepticism, politeness, and inflexibilty. 

August 7th—May Mee came to request baptism. When I perceived 
her aim, I endeavoured to impress her mind with the solenm responsibility 
of a Christian profession, and the great dangers to which she was exposin: 
herself in this world; enforcing my statement, as usual, with the story oi 
the iron mall, and she went away in much distress. : 

Mah Ing sent her friend Mah Doke to inquire, whether it was lawful for 
her to procure a divorce from her husband, previous to being baptized ; 
or, if not, whether she might worship before the great pagoda, in obedi- 
ence to his commands. Both questions were answered in the negative — 
A most difficult distressing case. [er husband has threatened to accuse her 
to governmeut, and cause her to be put to death. 

Men-oo also requested baptism; and I feel satisfied that she has experi- 
enced divine grace, as wellas Mah Mee and Mah Ing. 


August 17th.—Ilave been very busy for several doys past, in making 
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preparations for our journey to Ava, on which we are ordered to set out on 
‘the 20th, in a boat furnished by government. 

fay Mee and May Zoo continue to visit occasionally, and both. desire 
to be baptized ; but with this difference, that the former hesitates, and the 
latter is urgent. Mah Ing has been obliged to stay away, on account of 
her husband. Pah Kyah professes that kis mind is completely settled, and 
wishes to comply with all the commands of Christ. 

August 18th, Lord’s day—Company alltheday. After worship, May 
Zoo and Mecn-co were approved by the Church, and baptized. 

August 19.—Early in the morning, Moung Thah-a, mentioned July 14thy 
came in, and taking me aside, knelt down, raised his folded hands in the 
attitude of reverence, and made a very pathetic aud urgent application for 
immediate baptism. ‘He stated, that he had considered the Christian reli- 
ion for above two years $ that his mind was completely settled on ony 
point : and that, though ke had been harrassed with man Ly fears, he wa 
now resolved to enter the service of Jesus Christ, and remain fatihful un- 
til death, whatever the consequences in this world might be. 

August 20th.—Mah Mee finding herself unable to hold out any longer, 
presented herself for baptism, and with Moung Thah-ah, was examined 
before the church, and approved. The latter reecived baptism immediate. 
ly. Mah Mee will come to-morrow. 

Our de parture is delayed for two or three days. in consequence of the 
death of the viceroy, Mya-day-men, which took place this afternoon. 
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The Board of Managers have the pleasure of addressing the Conventicn, 
on the general state of events, which during the last three years, have 
tharked their consultations and endeavours. 

As might reasonably have been expected, much has oceurred, which 
calls for humiliation and sorrow ; but they are happy in stating, that still 
more has arisen in the progress ef the government of the Lord Jesus, 
which finishes occasion for exultation and praise. The Board has reason 
to believe, that, if in some sections of our country, the missionary spirit 
has languished, the deficiency has resulted from the absence of exterior 
excitement ; from the want of more comprehensive ideas, as te the fields 
anc advantares of missionary efforts; or from the influence of mistaken 
apprehensions of the duty and honours of ‘the diseiples of Christ. They 
persuade themselves that where the hand has been closed, and the resoure 
ces of Christian benevolence have appeared as streams in autumn, that 
the grand principles of love to the Redeemer, and benevclent desires for 
the salvation of millions that are perishing in their crimes, and degraded 
by their superstitious follies, still remain. Nothing more is needed, than 
with wisdom and affection, to bring these principles into virtuous opera- 
tion, 

Many of the mission socteties are flourishing, and generous individuals, 
are, by their self denying exertions, or by their munificent bequests, te 
ply! ing abundant proof that they live unto the Lord—that they die unte 
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In reviewing the several mission stations, Burmah, the region which 
first engaged the sake sympathies, and the resolute eflorts, of the Cop. 
vention and its Board, solicits consideraticn. ‘The providence of God 
‘distinctly pointed to this region as the primary circle in whieh the spirit of 
missions, ameng the Baptist denomination, should shed its influence. Sve. 
‘ceeded with the blessing of the Lord of the harvest, the Convention hag 
not laboured invain. Animaied by that living flame, which no ideas of 
difficulty and distance can render obscure, the hopes of the friends of 
Christ have been realized, and their fervent and united supplicetions an. 
‘swered. Persecution was apprehended; but the storm has been restrained 
Conversions to God, were, by some, considered as visionary 3 yet 15 
~Burmans have been baptized in the name of the Father, the Son, aud the 
Holy Ghost! A church has been formed, its native members have, in 
general, maintained the firmness of a rock in their holy profession ; inqui- 
fers are increasing; and it is believed, thatthe mission there, was never in 
a hicher state of prosperity, or opened before the expectetions of ihe 
Board a scene more encouraging. ‘The New Testament, there is reascn 
to believe, in the Burinan language, has been completed, by the unwewri 
effort and descriminating talent of brother Judson. The health of Sing, 
- Judson isimproving. It is devoutly hoped, trom the good offices of the 
Emperor of Burmah, exercised towards your missicnaries, that the time 
is not distant, if it have not already arrived, when the religion cf Jesus 
shail be taught in Burmah, without the dread of the inhibitions of royalty, 
the availing resentments of the priesihood, cr the anxieties which inter uy: 
and enfeeble popular enquiry. Your Board long and pray for the sease: 
when the “ golden fect.” swift no more to shed blood, shail be “shed wit: 
the preparation of the gospel of peace.” Our missionary, brether Hoveh, 
has resumed his labours in the evangelizing and printing departments, ond 
it is hoped will prove a valuable assistant at Rangoon. The interruption of 
missionary endeavours among the Arrakanese, occasioned by the deccas 
of the amiable and persevering Colman, and by the temporary removal of 
bis mourning widow to Calcutta, it is expected will not continue long. The 
Rev. Mr. Fink, a worthy brother from the Serampore mission, is now e- 
gaged in that section of Christian service, and the Board are satisfied thy 
it will be quite acceptable to the brethren at Serainpore, that American ex 
ertions should mingle with their own. 

The first impressions, attempted in the name of the Lord, by brether 
M‘Coy, onthe moral cendition of the Indians, tock place at a station, nut 
-go far west as Fort Wayne. Several considerations induced the Board t 
wish his removal to the late site of the mission, and considerations of 4 
similar character have prompted them to instruct him to settle in Michigan, 
in the very heart of the nation of the Putawattomies. At this statios 
buildings are rising, and the Indians, by their fervent requests and liber! 
contributions, are inviting the continuance of Mr. M‘Coy among them. by 
kt is expected a new station, in the course of a few months, will be est: 
lished among the Ottowas. Mr. Johnston Lykins is a valuable assistant 
Mr. M‘Coy; and it is expected that the Rey. Peter Thurston will seen cy 
ter into these western labours. ‘The Board are still impressed with th ch; 
conviction, that it beeomes the friends cf missions to pray to the Lerd « . 
the harvest to send forth more labowers into this porticn of the shitenir? 


felds B iver 



























































REPORT OF THE BOARD, TO THE CONVENTION. 7 


ie 

ae The mission planted at the Valley Towns, under the care of the Rev. 
Gea Mr. P osey,—and now under the more immediate superintendance of the 
it of kev. Mr. Roberts, is quite in a flourishing condition. The pupils are nu- 
Sie. [merous ; among whom are several, who appear to be serious believers in 


hay fgthe Lord Jesus Christ. A spirit of solemn enquiry evidently gains sround. 
.s of JB 'The worship of God is attended with seriousness. Among the inguirers 


t,n¢ fare several chiefs. An accession was made to that mission in the fall of 
ap. 91821, of three families and three persons in single life—the whcle number 
ned. [twenty six. They live happily with each other, ‘and encourage each other’s 


+ 19 Jhands in the work of the Lord. 
At its last mecting, the Convention instructed the Board to co-operate 
with their brethren of the United Associations in Georgia, for the purpose 


ae of establishing a mission among the Creek Indians. This they have cheer- 
“yiy Peptully done. ‘They have voted $3,000, to be drawn for in six drafts, at 
che (egsisty days distant, during the present year. The intelligence which they 
sn Pepe received from the Rev. Mr. Mercer, Powelton, Georgia, is truly en- 


3.4 $geouraging. The mission is under the superintendance of a brother, highly 
sin. Papproved and recommended by them, of the name of Compere. Itis cer- 
ain that this, and our other stations, will derive considerable assistance 
rom the government of the U. States. 
















Csi The Board are impressed with a conviction that it is their duty to widen 
tv, JEgthe scope of their exertions as much as in their power; but must refer 
ap 0 the convention to ascertain in waat direction this important design may 
cn Pggbest be accomplished—and at the same time solicit their energies in revi- 
vit ‘lag the spirit of missions throughout the Union, by such arguments and 
oh, ppeasures, as their wisdom and piety may suggest. 
and The minutes of this Board will show that it is their wish to assist their 
"i brethren of New-York state, engaged in the mission among the Oneida In- 
- lians, to the utmost of their power. An application from those brethren, 
1 of Bor S. 500, the Board has the pleasure of submitting to the Convention. 
lhe The Columbian College in the District of Columbia, will offer to the 
e onvention a fall statement of its present important and promising con- 
pice ition. It is unnecessary to say move than th: it when the Board and the 
cvs [EL rustees of the College have found an intereh: unge of counsels and endea- 
yours necess: ary, a very pleasing degree of harmony has subsisted. The 
her ame harmony has pervaded the meetings of the Board itself. Its mem- 
* bers have often been filled with anxious cares, as well as with causes of 


joy. They have endeavoured, as they trust, to discharge the duties as- 
sirned them, in the fear of the Lord, and with an eye directed to the honour 
of the Messiah, and the salvation of thousands. ‘Their doings are present- 
. ed for your inspection. They shall feel happy, if, in addition to the testi- 
vo) JE Mony of their own consciences, they find that their measures are approved 
=, [ey the Convention, and especially by fim whose favour is life! 

Latter Day Luminary. 


t to ~~ 
my “Men persecute the people of God because tlicy are religious—God 
ine 
y faa Chastises them because they are not more so; men persecute them because 
ra fee toey will not give up their profession—God chastises thembecausethey have 
"D ~ ad 


not iced 2% tO their profession.” 
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From the Latier Day Lwninary. 

To their constituents, to the associations, the churches, and ali their ad. 
herents and Wrienide throughout these United States# ‘Tue Genera, 
ConvENTION of the ait denomination, essembied at Washington, 
or the SOth of April, 1823, send Christian salutations. Grace be w. 
to you, and peace, from tim which is, end which was, and which is & 
come ; and from tie seven spirtis which h are before his throne 3 and fre 
Jesus Christ, who is the faithful witness, and the first begotten of the 
dead, and the Prince of the kings of the earth. 

Ir was common with Paul to begin his epistles with mone expressions o; 
his gratitude to God, for the holy perseverance of his brethren, for the 
Suppo rt under heavy afflictions, or for the visible extension of the i 
of the kingdom of the Divine Messiah. The Gencral Convention are « 
couraged to adopt a similar mode in their present commun ication. ‘The 7 
give thanks to God always for you all, rememberive, without ceasing, 
your work of faith, and labour of love, and patience of hope in our ? oid 
Jesus Christ, in the sight of God and oar pre They give thanks tha 
the age is opening, when the glory of the Lurd shall be revealed, and ¢} 
flesh shall see it together ; that he is sendine forth ts commandment up 
earth, and that his word. runneth very swiitly, and that Christians w hos 
characters, are formed trem aposto lic models, are enga: ved, with depen¢. 
ence on strength from on high, in attempts to evange lize the nations. ‘Tle 
Convention give thanks that the work of their hands has prospered, T! 
cloud of war which hung over Burnrah and Siam has beea dissipated. Ths 
spirit of persecution has r retired to sucha distance as to have becone 

scarcely visible, Eighteen Burmans have been Sangeet into the death } 

C hrist. The whole of the New Testament is translated into their langui 
and an edition of the work about to be issued. Circumstances have eecr 
red, which inspire the hope, that the Emperor will look on the missica 
without sentiments of displeasure, and that Burinah, at no distant perio: 
shall be the Lord’s. ‘They give thanks unto God for his blessing en tly 
mission stations in the forests of the west. Considerable sums of money 
have necessarily been expenced ; buildings of various ag o%: hav 
been erected, and are rising ; and nearly two hundred Indian children are 
looking to the Board for food and clothing, and instruction. Man Ly hav 
learned to read and write with facility, and have made a proticie ncy il 
scripture know ledge, which fills occasional visitors with surprise. Twoo 
three of the chiefs are solemnly inquiring the way to heaven, and are oy 
the youth, it is believed, are converted to Ged. Additional plans for us 
fulness are under consideration. 


The missions in the east have sustained a loss in the decease of the 
Rey. Mr. Colman and Mrs. Price. Obscure, however, as these dispensi 
tions show themselves, they are under the controul of infinite wisdom and 
mercy, and will hereafter clorify the providence of Him, whois “ his own 
o. > 99 I . | h; . . tj 4 . a. . 
interpreter. tis expected that two well recommended brethren will soon 
leave their native land, and enter on missionary service in Barmah or At 
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can. The health of Mrs. Judson is gradually improving. She hopes to 
be e able soon to return to her excellent companion, and enter on the service 
of training up the temaleehildren in Burmah, in the nurture and admoni- 

Gon of the Lord. 
‘ai @ The Conve ntion find pleasure in stating to you, that their anticipations 
ERA, fEwere fully equalled on visiting the Colleze edifice, near the City Washing- 
oton, Fyton, W hich, having been raised under their associated relations, beeromes 
an object of their affeetionate regard. The dcbt remaining on the build- 
jaz, and on the houses of the professors, is comparatively ‘small. When 
né monies already sub scribed towards it shall be paid, it will vanish. 
Much will, however, be wa: ite d to meet the expenses of pious beneficia- 
ries. The trusices are expeci'ng to receive, in the course of the vear, a 
ery valuable philosophic: Wand chemical apparatus, together with a nume 
vr of books, which will raise the present library ta a point of desirable 
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= respect: bility . For these latter accessions to its property and convenience, 
™ hey acknow! ledoc the e debt of eratitu ide % hi ich the ey owe to Professor W 90ns, 
Ms sho, with dignified zeal and unwearied toils. has devoted his visit te Eu- 
~. BBope to the promotion of the best interests of Columbian College. They 
| mi we also a debt of tnank fulness to the ir indefa ticab le Agent, the 2 ev. Mr. 
v i Rice, whose attention to missionary and collegiate concerns, has been 
1, Mepeady and uniiorm, and who has obtained for the Convention a printing 
, 4 fEgpiice, together with its furniture, and two good dwelling houses, which he 
; " as procured by the monies voied as a c¢ unpensation for his services for 
“7 everal years past, and by the personal favours whieh, from generous in- 


lividuals, he has had the pl leasure of receiving. Such will never ultimate- 






ney y suffer, as wait for their re compence until the resurection of the just. 
rh, The treasury of the Convention has been diminished by unavoidable 
, lrafis, yet it has not failed. Supplied by the subscriptions, donations, and 
m yeque sts of the friends of Zion, it has retaineda fulness of resource equal 
Ole BB, miss ionary demands. he silver and the gold are the Lerd’s. ‘The 
Py learts of his people are under the nifluence of his benevolent sw ay 3; and 
“= ’ w Convention pox “PSS a oo" assurance, from w hat they h ave alread y 
viewer that «tire Lerd will provide.” Atthe same time, when mira- 
a les ta the church are notto bee xpected for the spread of the gospel, they 
0 oceive it their solemn duty affectionately to remind you, that new cn- 
sy ieaverrs to xtend the honours of the Saviour’s name, will require new 
') Bccuniary contributions. They solemnly press on their brethren and sis- 
i ts, who have united th emselves for missior ary and education purposes, 
a ie duty and honour of persevering in well doing. Beware, beloved friends 
re st the in cage i of the heart, the temptations of the prince of darkness, 
K * chilling repulsions of covetous professors of the gospel, the spurious 
‘ aierpretation of prophesies, or the mysterious movements of the divine 
be overpment, paralyze the arm of your zeal for the Lord ef Hests. Dis- 
se. over your witinewe ‘ss to deny yourse ives for Christ’ s sake. Meditate 
mach on his eh: iracter, his sufferings, his intercession, his kingdom. A- 
he Found in prayer, in your secret chambers, in your families, in your social 
sar pe etines, and in the ereat assemblies of the saints ; offer the requests which 
nd Ree creat Prophet of the church has taught von—* Hallowed be thy name, 
71 ’ + kisah come.’ [Lift up your eyes, with joy and gratitude, and be-. 
on aid the works of the Lord. Behold the conquests of the Cross among 


4 i) An \ 
Te ae heathen. Enlarge your expectations. Ziom shall become tiie praise of 
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the whole earth. Though the moral world be without form and void, ang 
darkness be upon the face of the deep, it is yet a little while, and discord 
shall present useful and heavenly harmony ; the light shall shine out of 
darkness, and the vales and mountains be covered with perpetual verdure, 
«“ Cast not away therefore, your confidence, which hath great recompense 
of reward.” “ The vision is yet for an appointed time, but at the end js 


shal! speak, and not lie ; though it tarry, wait for it; because it widl sure. 


ly come, tt will not tarry.” 
ROBERT B. SEMPLE, President. 


ENOCH REYNOLDS, Recording Secretary. 


The committee to nominate members of the Board, reported a list ¢ 
thirty-eight persons. 

The Convention, on Thursday, May Sth, proceeded to elect the cficer 
and Board of Managers for the ensuing ‘three years. Oncounting the bal 
lots, it appeared that the under. mentioned Orricers were duly clected, 


Rev. Thomas Baldwin, D. D. Boston, President. 
Rey. Burgiss Allison, D. D. W ashington, ist. V. President. 
Rev. Jesse Mercer, Georgia, 2d Vice President. 
Rey. Obadiah B. Brown, Washington, 3d Vice President. 
Rey. Lucius Bolles, Salem, Massachusetts, 4th 1. Presideat. 
Thomas Stokes, I'sq. New-York, Treasurer. 
Rey. Wm. Staughton, D. D. Philadelphia, Corresponding Sce. 
Rev. Ira Chase, Washington, Recording Secretary. 
Rev. Luther Rice, Washington, Agent. 

The Manacers chosen are, 

Rev. Richard Furman, D. D. South Carolina ; Rev. Daniel Sharp, Re 
Jonathan Going, Massachusetts; Rev. Stephen Gano, R. Island 5; Ge. 
Abner Forbes, Vermont ; ; Rev. Elisha Cushman, Connecticut ; Re 
Messrs. Archibald Maclay. Spencer I. Cone, John Peck. Elon Galuste 
Nathaniel Kendrick, New-York ; Rev. Samuel W. Lynd, Rev. T. Brom 
New-Jersey; Rev. John P. Pec kworth, Rev. Joseph Maylin, Pennsyh 
nia; Rev. John Healey, Maryland ; Joseph Gibson Esq., Rev. Messs 
ie Woods, Samuel Wait, iin Bryce, District of Columbia; Re 
Messrs. John L. Dagg, Henry Keelirg, 5 Semel Cornelius, Virginia ; Co. 
C. Mé‘Allister, N. Carolina: Rev. Joseph B. Cook, 8S. Carolina ; Abn 
Davis, Esq., Rev. Adiel Sherwood, Georgia ; Rev. James A. Ronaldses 
Louisiana ; Rev. Richard Dabbs, Tennessee ; Hon. John T. Johnses, 
Kentucky. The President and Recording Secretary of the Conventics. 


are also members of the Board.— Ib. 








From the American Baptist Magazine. 

APPOINTMENT AND DEPARTURE OF MISSIONARIES TO BURMAH 

The Committee in the State of New-York, appointed by the Bapts 
Board of Foreign Missions in the United States, to examine candidates for 
missionary service among the heathen, met at Hamilton, New-York on tt 
&th of June. 

After reading a portion of the holy scriptures, and offering praise ané 
prayer to God, Rev. Jonathan Wade, and Mrs. Deborah Wade, his wii. 
solemnly and publicly expressed their desire, that they might be sent o* 
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as Missionaries, to Burmah. Mr. Wade was examined, as to his views 
of gospel doctrine. his call to the work of the ministry, and the exercises 
of his mind, in rclation to Foreien Missions. 'To these several inquiries, 
he gave the most satisfactory answers. ‘The Committee were also persua- 
ded, that the prudence, piety, and attainments of Mrs. Wade were such, 
as to render her a most ‘suitable companion for a missionary. Whereupon, 
it was voted, unanimously, That the Committee are well satisfied with the 
Rev. Jonathan Wade, and his wife, and believe, that they are well quali- 
fied, and also called to be missionaries in the empire of Burmah, or else- 
where. It was also determined, that on the 11th of June, they should be 
set apart to the werk. 

Utica, June 11, Rev. Jonathan Wade, was set. apart as a mission: ary 
to Burmah. Rev. Nathaniel Kendrick, of Hamilton, preached on the 
occasion, from 2 ‘Timothy, ii.10. “ Therefore Tendure all things for the 
slect's sake, that they may also obtain the salvation which is in Christ Je- 
sus with eternal glory.” Rey. Alfred Bennet, of Homer, offered the con- 
secrating prayer. Rey. Daniel Hascall, of Hamilton, gave the charge ; 
and Rev. Joel W. Clark presented the right hand of fellowship. Rev. 
John Peck, of Cazenovia, delivered some affectionate and appropriate 
remarks to Mrs. Wade; and Rev. Elon Galusha, of Whitesborough, ten- 
dered to her the hand of Christian fellowship. Rev. Elijah F. Willey, of 
Utica, made the concluding prayer. 

The services were solemn, affecting and deeply interesting to all who 
attended. It ¥ as a season that can never be forgotten by many who were 
present. A collection was taken for the benefit of missions, amounting to 
89 dollars. 

While the missionaries were on their way to Boston, in company with 
Rev. Joel W. Clark, many small personal donations were kindly given ; 
and at Hartford,. Connecticut, at the close of public service, on the sab- 
bath evening, $45 dollars were received by collection. 

Mr. and Mrs. Wade arrived in Boston, June 16. And passages were 
ebtained for them, on board the Edward Newton, capt. Bertedy. Cn Sa- 
turday, June 21, a special prayer meeting was held in the first Baptist 
meeting house in Boston, for the purpose ef commending our dear friends 
to the protection and blessing of Heaven. Lord’s day, June 22, about 
hralf past six o’clock in the afte rnoon, Mr. and Mrs. Wade, with our res- 
pected sister, Mrs. Judson, were called to go on board the ship. They 
were accompanied by a large concourse of Christian friends to the w harf, 
where fervent prayer, by Rev. Dr. Baldwin, was offered up to Him, who 
“ holds the winds in his fist, and rules the boisterous deep.” The parting 
scene was peculiarly tender and afiecting to many. As the boat moved 
from the shore towards the ship, at the particular request of Mrs. Wade, 
the company united in singing our favourite hymn, 


‘“ From whence doth this union arise, &e.” 


The missionary friends manifested much composure, as they receded 
from the land of their nativ ity, probably never moreto return. When in 
the cabin, a hope was expressed to Mrs. Wade, that they might have a 
safe and prosperous passage,—she replied, if Jesus is with us, we shall 
have nothing to fear. 


“With Christ in the vessel, 
We'll smile at the storm.” 
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Ay; ittle after 7 o’clock, the ship weighed anchor, and all her s is were 
ecb toa spo and fav curable breeze. 

In the evening a missionary discourse was delivered by Rev. Danicl 
Shirp, at the second Baptist meeting house in Beston, and a voll ‘ction 
mace cf $82 Od. 

Lie following is @ statement received by one of the Editors, from the 
Chairman of the Commi tt ec, dated 
Wartesnoroven, June 15, 1823. 
Dear Brother, 

Agreeably to your request, F forward you the footing of the contributions 
in clothing and cash, for the outfit of brother and sister Wade. I find that 
owing to the hurry in which the business was done; particularly the pack- 
m+ of the clothing, it is impossible to give the names of the donors: should 
we attempt it, a number would fail of being specified, and consequently 
smppose that no account had been nmiade of their donation. I think there- 
fore, that it is most expedient to publish nothing but the aggregate; whiclr 
is as follows :— 

Amount of clothing, estimated at S156 60 

Do. ia cash, including collection after sermon at Utica, — 

which was &86, 11, and two gold rings ; the collectic n at 

the Sunday School at Utica, which was $9 00; and $32 CO 

given Br. and sister Wade, $268 40 





Total, $455 00 
Yours, most afiectionately, 
ELON CALUSHA. 


Seal 





_— 





The Baptist Literary.and Theological Seminary at-Hamilion, held 
their Commencement on the first Tuesday in June. The performance of 
the students, before a large assembly, met with gencral approbation. I fa- 
ving completed their Education at the Institution, eiglit received an hon- 
ourable dismission ; with solemn charge, that they make full proof of the 
ministry which they have received of the grace of Ged. 

A respectable number cf patrons and friends froma Cistance were pres- 
ent, together with Delegates from the Baptist Education Society of Con- 
necticut. 

The ardour of christian feeling, enjoyed on the occasion, was regarded 
asa token of the Divine presence, and a favourable omen to the future in- 
terests of the Institution. The day following, the society patronizing the 
above Institution, held their annual meeting in the new Seminary. The 
meeting was harmonious and productive of the most favourable results. 
The Executive committee made the following 


REPORT. 


The committee to whom vou have entrusted the concerns of this Insti- 
tution during the year past, beg leave to lay before you a detailed account 
of their doings. 

At the commencement of the year seventeen young men were under 
your patronage, as beneficiaries of this Institution. ‘The number has Leen 
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increased to thirty-two ; eight have completed their studies, and are ready 


to go furth into the harweat, 

‘fhe expenses of the Iastitution have increased with the extension of its 
patronare, and dictated much exertion and economy :together with a con- 
stant reliance on the aids of Divine Providence. After the Board had ap- 
p jinted Rev. Obed Warren an agent, to collect funds for the Society for 
six months, and Rev. Clark Kendrick to superintend the concerns of the 
Sucicty in Vermont, they referred the further appointment of agents to this 
cemmitiee. The committee then solicited Rev. Joel W. Clark to serve the 
Society as agent for the year, or as much of the time as he could devote to 
— took sever al tours during the first six months, but was un- 
able to serve long at a time, and satisfy the claims of his people at home. 
Acthe expiration of six months, your Committee prevailed on him to dis- 

engage himself’ trom his people, and devote his whole time to the service 
of the Socic ty. ‘They thought it their duty to engage him a compensation, 
which in some measure would indemnify him for ‘the unavoidable sacrifices 
he would be compelled to make. For the last part of the time they en- 
giged him, a salar ‘y, at the rate of six hundred dollars a year, but for the 
first six months his wages were the same as the Board lowed Brother 
Warren, which was at the rate of $400 a year. 

Brother Clark adopted a new mode of obtaining funds‘in which he has 

succeeded, beyond what was at first anticipated, and has done much to- 
wards placing this Institution on a permanent foundation. 
Ife has obtained a number of Scholarships, endowed with a thousand 
dollars each, the interest of which will support a scholar and bear up the 
donor’s name forever. Ife has received encouragement from several others 
of similar donations, which he wil doubtless succeed in obtaining. He 
has also reported to this committee, several legacies which he is not at 
liberty to publish, but there remains no reasonable doubt of their being 
uliimately realized; as important acquisitions to the funds. 

‘The principle en which he has negociated a union between this Soci- 
ety. and the Baptist Education Societies in the city of New-York, and State 
of Ce onnecticut are such as this committee most cordially approve. 

The combination of such an extensive region, on enlightened and evan- 
gclical princi iples, for the promotion of an object sO extensively connected 
with ie growing interests of the Kedcemer’s kingdom, may not only be 
regarded as a pledge of its usefulness, but of its durability. 

‘Three hundred and fifty dollars have already been received from New- 

York, together with books to the amount of one hundred. Two hundred 
dollars have alre: uly been received from Connecticut together with a num- 
ber of students. The assistance had from Vermont during the year, leaves 
no room to doubt the increase of patronage from that quarter. 

‘The interest on donations at the West, with but few exceptions, has been 
paid, when our agents have called for it, with a punctuality which entitles 
= numerous and liberal donors to the most grateful acknowledgements of 

is Institution. 

“This Soc iety will regard with pleasure, the accomplishment of the con- 
ditions, on which the Seminary was located at Hamilton. The well con- 
structed Edifice, much larger than was expected, and completed 6 months 
before the stipulated time, has done much credit to those entrusted with the 


iuliillmentof the conditions. 


the ovject. 
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The interest excited by the General Agentin Female Sccicties, affords a 
prospect of furniture, which will do considerable towards furnishing the 
new building with beds, chairs, and such other articles as will be wanted 
for the Students. 

Your committee after long experience have confirmed the appointment 
of brother Hascall, as Professor of the learned Languages, with a salary 
of four hundred dollars. They have also appointed brother Nathaniel 
Kendrick, Professor of Christian Theology, with a similar compensation, 

They made a contract with brother Hascall, to board all the beneficia- 
ries for a year, beginning with the 20th of Icb. at one dollar a week in- 
cluding lodging and washing. 

The increasing expenses of the Institution, and the exertions necessary 
on the part of its ” Managers, to mect the demands against the funds, have 
surgested to your Committee, the propriety of recommending to benef 1Cla- 
ries, that after they have finished their education, they shuld refund to the 
Society the sum of ten dollars a year, for the term of five years, provided 
they should be prospered, and have the means of doing it; if not, a less 

sum, between ten and five dollars a year, as may be adapted to their abili- 
ties to pay. 

To meet the current expenses of the Institution for the year, tie com- 
mittee have made the following appropriations. 

Paid by order on the Treasurer. 


To Daniel Hascall for teaching a vear, $350 00 
do. do. for boarding Studenis, “999 GO 
do. do. for clothing do. 321 62 
do. to Obed Warren for services as agent, 80 00 
do. to John Peck for do. 50 50 
do. to Johnathan Olmsted for do. . Al 52 


do. to Nathaniel Kendrick for teaching and services as agent, 210 00 

do. to Joel W. Clark for services as general agent, including 
monies paid to sub-agents, 401 18 

do. for Books, 55 70 

Your committee have been intent on the openings of Divine Providence 
recarding this Institution, and have with much weakness and trembling, 
prosecuted as far as they were able, whatever appeared important to its 
character and enlargement. [very movement has beea so evidently di- 
rected by Divine Providence, and every material event so manifestly ac- 
complished by Divine aid, as to exhibit the most humiliating view, of the 
weakness of instruments, and furnish no ordinary proof that the Institution 
has favour with God and will prosper. 

Persevering attempts have been made to promote a salutary system of 
discipline, to secure a faithful application of the students to their studies, 
and suppress whatever might appear like youthful imprudences. Your 
committee take the liberty to recommend the continuance of a general 

ent; as an indispensable measure to the prosperiiy and enlargement of 
t e Institution. 


The whole is most respectfully submitted. 
JONATHAN OLMSTED, 
JOEL W. CLARK, 
DANIEL HASCALL, Executive Committee 
JOHN PECK, 
, NATH'L KENDRICK, 
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REVIVALS OF RELIGION. 


isztracis from a letter, to one of the Editors, from Elder Extéaa 
Tucker, dated Fredonia, June 14th, 1823. 

T avail myself of an apportunity of writing, to inform you, of the mercy 
of God to us, in this viemity. About the last of January, 1823, there ape 
peared some tokens for good. Religion appeared the topic of conversa 
tion, among all classes of people. On the 3d of February I preached a 


B sermon, occasioned by the death of a Mr. Gaylord, a respectable inhabit- 


ant of this Village. A few moments after the meeting, and while most of 
the congregaiion remained, I enquired of a woman concerning her sister, 
whom I knew was confined with sickness, if she were reconciled in her 
mind. She stated that she was very happy in the prospect of death. I 
then said tothe woman, supposing yourself in the prospect of death, with- 
ina few hours, have you reason to believe you would be happy? She re- 
plied, O Yes, with an emphasis which made the sentence thrill through 
my very heart. She informed us, that two days before, the Lord had set 
her soul at liberty. This declaration produced sensattons not easily dese 
cribed. ‘The assembly felt the shock, and two persons date their convie- 
tion from thatday. From this time, the work progressed, not like an over- 
whelming flood ; but like a gentle rain. There has been some determined 
opposition; 

But the momeat grace is felt, 

The hardest heart will melt. 

Seventeen have put on Christ by baptism, nearly all of them in the 
morning of their days. Some have joined by letter. ‘The whole number 
added since I have been here, is thirty-four. Some of those who have ob- 
tained a hope, have not yet come forward. A number are yet enquiring: 

There are twelve Baptist Churches in this county, and the most of them 
destitute of stated preaching. I think it all important that our brethren at 
the east, should consider our destitute situation, and that some of our breth- 
ren in the ministry, should remove to this county, and take the charge of 
some of our almost discouraged churches. 

Extract of a letter from the Pastor of the Baptist Church in Mansfield, 
to one of the Editors, dated Mansrizip, (Con.) May 30, 1823. 
Dear Brother, 

The Lord hath wrought a great work in this town of late, yea, is now 
carrying it on in various ways and places, and we feel to say it is wondrous 
11 our eyes. I think I may say the whole town is moved. ‘The work be- 
gan in the north part, and seemed to run like fire from heart to heart. Ie 
has been so powerful that very few have dared to say that it was not the 





| work of God. 


Ministers and Deaconis of every denomination, have been riding, praying, 
preaching, and talking, I may say the whole time; and I can truly say, 
the reformation is not of man but of God; and I think it enough that we 
can be workers together with him. 

Coventry hath shared largely in the work the winter past. I beg an in- 
terest In your prayers, that I may be kepthumble, and rendered useful ip 
sien the few remajning days I have ta live on the earth. ; 

Yours, affectionately, nee meeting 


L 
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Another to the same, from his honoured father, under date of June sth 
says, “ Itis a pleasant season with us at present. Last Thursday we had 
a meeting at Br. S. Barrows, jun., near the Willimantic river, and there 
were 20 baptized. Your Brother trom W********, was downaad preached 
the sermon. His text was, John xi. 28. “ The Master ts come and cali. 
eth for thee.” He took up the idea of master and scholar, and proved 
that the Lerd Jesus Christ taught his people ; and then of master and ser. 
vant, and showed that a faithful servant would follow his master’s instruc. 
tion. It was.a good time. “There has been 46 baptized im ail since the 
work began. I feel glad I have lived to sce the day I now sec. i hopex 
will continue until truth shail be universally triumphaat.” 








PHAiscellany. 


ENGLISH BAPTIST MISSION IN JAMAICA. 


Copy of a letter from Mr. Knibb to a near relative in Bristol, containing 
not merely the account of his arrival at Kingston, but particulars respect. 
ing the work of God there, which will gladden the hearts of many. The 
following are extracts :— 

“We landed at Kingston on January 20, and were very kindly received 
by Mr. and Mrs. Coultart, at whose house we stil! reside, amd whose kind 
ness and attention increase rather than diminish towards us. ‘Thus far we 
are highly favoured, as many missionaries have expcricnced the greatest 
difficulties on their arrival, whereas we have experienced none. Goodnes 
and mercy have hitherto followed us. Mrs. K. has been rather unwel 
Since our arrival, but I was never better in my life. 1 perceive the salute. 
ry effects of this climate already on my constitution; and I have reason ts 
hope, through the blessing of God, .trat the indisposition 1 so often expe 
rienced in England will be entirely, removed. Certainly, 1 have not bees 
here a sufficient time to speak from experience. I trust that I do bless Ged 
for bringing me to this island. Here is much to be done. ‘The peopl 
seem to be evidently a prepared people for the Lord. “The third day aii¢ 
my arrival here I went to Port Royal, five miles from Kingston, m a c» 
noe to preach. It wasthe second time tke room was opened, which wi! 

hold from 150 to 200. It was not half large enough. It was crowded 1 
excess. ‘The stairs were also filled, and as many persons without as withi:. 
I endeavoured to talk tothem in as plaina manner as I could. ‘They were 
very attentive all the time. They thanked God that he had sent ancthi: 
minister out. Their eyes glowed with pieasure, while many of them sait, 
‘Ome love you, me sweet massa, nre sweet massa.’ If we had a lary: 
place of worship Ihave no doubt it woukl be filled. "The congregation # 
Kingston is very large. It would surprise you to witness the earnest atter- 
tion with which they listen tothe word. ‘They seem to listen as though they 
never heard of salvation before, or as if they wished to catch every worl. 

“T shall now proceed to give you an account of the second Sabbath ! 
spent here, a day to be remembered with peculiar pleasure. Being ort- 
nance day, and there being many candidates for baptism, this was the day 
fixed for administering the two ordinances. Baptism is administered at a0 
early hour for several reasons, 1. That those who are servants may be back 
to their employers in time. 2. That the sun should not scorch us. And, 
Sd. To prevent the assembling of carriages, &c. &e. We set off between 
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faut and five for the sea-side, there being too many for the baptistry in the 
chapel. ‘Though it was so early, vast numbers were assembled at the 
place of baptism, and many had slept all night under the trees to be there 
in time. ‘Tents were erected for dressing, and enclosed with rails. A 
number of canoes filled with spectators, formed a semi-circle, within which 
baptism was administered. ‘Though the numbers were great, they behaved 
with the greatest decorum, and seemed impressed with the solemnity of the 
ordinance. ‘The candidates were arranged in double columns :—the men 
on ene side and the women on the other. The women had wihiite diesses, 
and the men white trowsers and shirts. Mr. C. and I, and several of the 
members, leaders, deacons, &c. stood between the columns, and commen- 
ced by singing and prayer. I then took two of the men into the water to 
a sufficient depth, and, after repeating the usual words, baptized them. 
‘The time the ordinance was administering was employed in singing, which 
lasted nearly an hour. Out of 80 females, notone made tlie least distur- 
bance, or discovered the least fear of the water. Nothing occurred to in- 
terrupt the solemnity of this important, this. interesting ordinance. The 
number of persons baptized was one hundred and fifty-two. It was an in- 
teresting spectacle, sueh an one as perhaps: is seldom witnessed. ‘The 
greatest caution has been exercised in receiving these eandidates. Many 
more have been rejected than have been received:. Their Knowledge, 
doubiless, is scanty, but many of their prayers testify that they are ae- 
guainted with the fundamental truths of the gospel.. They have no induce- 
ment to hypocrisy, except ridicule and persecution be inducements. Mr. 
C. is as faithful im addressing them as a man can possibly be ; telling them 
it will be of no use whatsoever to be baptized if they do not love and serve 
God: on the contrary, it would be better for them if they were neven bap- 
tized at all. 

“ In the afternoon the Lord’s supper was administered: This was. also 
a spectacle that would rejoice the hearts of the people ef God to witness. 
The far greater part of the congregation remained,. and above a thousand 
partook of this Christian repast. When will the time arrive when the far 
greater part of English congregations will sit down to celebrate the dying 
love of the Saviour? God grant that it may be hastened. One of the na- 
tives said to me, ‘O how I should like to go to England wliere the good 
people live who send out good men to teach us!? Poor man, thought I, 
you would be greatly disappointed ; you would wonder to see so: few ree 
main at the table of the Lord, and so many who care for none: of these 
things. 

“Our monthly prayer meeting was well attended. ‘The earnest and sim- 
ple prayers of the negroes affected me much. How much didI wish that 
my bristol Christian friends could witness the siglit. It. would I am. sure, 
have done their hearts good to hear a poor African pray in the presence of 
hundreds of his fellow countrymen, ‘ thanking God that he had sent the 
gospel to poor black negroes, who were so wicked as to deserve to be shut 
up with devils, where no sun shine, and where no Saviour come !’” 


JAMAICA. 

The mission among the negroes on this Island, has been, of fate, re- 
markably blessed. Mr. Coultart, under the date of 5th of October writes ; 
“I baptized one hundred and eevertecn persons in August, among whom 
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were nine of the most respectable persons of colour we have yet ‘had to 
offer themselves to our communion. ‘Two persons of the number particu. 
larly attributed their conversion to hearing the word of God read. J fek 
much happiness i in hearing their simple narratives. One of them, a wo: 
man, said, ‘ Ah, massa, me tongue so guilty, all bad word, me no ready 
to peak good i in same mout—me great sinner, and never tink bout any ting 
good till me hear a brother read, if me no born again, me no see kingdon 
of God. Me dont know what dis born again mean—it trouble me much— 
itno let me rest, none at all_—Next night brother come read again—de 
word trouble me more and more—me no eat, no shut me eye, feat me open 
it in hell. Next day me send for de brother to come wi de book-idhine come 
and read, de book no tell me trouble any more—him tell ine Jesus came 
to save sinner, great sinner, no matter how great, so me go to him, him 
forgive all—not for me goodness, but for him own goodness——den me weep 
much, for Jesus Christ so good, me no able to do nothing for long time, 
but tell of him kindness to poor me.’ 


ANECDOTE OF A SEAMAN. 


_ Ata Bethel meeting in New-York, in December last, at a sailor beard: 
‘ing house, one of the seamen arose, and made the following remarks : 

« My dear shipmates, Iam willing to tell you that Iam not ashamed of 
Christ, he is precious tomy soul. You know by my method of speaking 
that Iam not an American, I was born near 5090 miles from here, but | 
have followed the sea {4 years with those who speak the [English banguage, 
and it is now as natural to me as my own. Before I left my country, 
was obliged to be baptized, and in the presence of the Priest, make a con- 
fession that 1 would strictly observe all the rules and principles of the te- 
ligion under which I had been brought up; but I did not know nor feel 
what it meant. I had lived a wicked life, and continued to live so until 
the year 1811. I often called on God to damn my body and soul. One 
day I was so angry with God, that I asked him to sink the ship and me 
with her, for he could not make me more wretched than I was. But in the 
year 1811, when on my passage from Lisbon to London, while I was 
at helm in the night, my eyes were directed towards heaven. I contem- 
plated on the w onderful works of God in the firmament above, and then 
east my eyes on the ocean below, on which I was traversing. It brought 
to my mind that there was a wonderful being who had created them all; 
and that it was that God whom I had promised to love and worship w hen 
I was baptized, and left the place of my nativity. I began to feel much 
distressed in my mind, and continued so. I was relieved from the helm, 
and wanted to pray. The vessel was a brig, and her quarter deck was 
something like a round house, there was but a small space between the 
break of it and the mainmast._ I got into that place where no one on board 
could see me, and there I prayed to God, and the more I prayed the great- 
er was my distress. I then read the bible for several days, and prayed 
earnestly to God. The third or fourth day I came to that precious pas- 

gage, which says, Come unto me, all ye that labour, and are heavy lae 
den, and I will give you rest.” (Mat. xi. 28.) In these words I had 
some consolation. I then laid down the weapon of my rebellion, and said 
in the presence of God, “ fire nor water, briars nor thorns, by divine as- 
gistance, shall prevent me fiom making progress: in a divine life? Thes 








d te 
teu. 
T fete 
. Woe 
eatly 
ting 
‘ony 
: 
— ce 
pen 
ome 
‘ame 
hin, 
yeep 
une, 


AXhCDOTE. 98 


Lord heard and answered my prayer, and from that fime to this, Christ: 
has been precions to my soul! © my dear shipmates! did you ever read 
the last chapter of the book of Revelation? If you have, how can you 
live in your sins? Do not plead with God nor man, and say you are poor 
and unable to do this or that. O do not let your profanity, intemperance 
and dissipation, prevent you from coming to Christ ; for there ts not one 
in this room that is moreso than Ihave been. I can testify to the world, that 

overty will not prevent any one from accepting the offers of mercy threughr 
Jesus Christ our Lord: for when I aceepted the terms of salvation, I had 
not one cent of money; no, I was wretched in poverty by my whprudence. 
4) come to Christ now 3 this:is the accepted hour! heis calling you by his 
word, and by his servantshere. ‘Ho! every one that thirsteth, come ye 


to the waters, and he that hath no money; come ye, buy, and eat; yea, 


come, buy wine and milk without money and without price” (Isaiah. h. 
1.) Omy dear shipmates, can you refuse this invitation this evening ? 
I hope you will not.- Tam much pleased in seeing so many females at this 
Bethel meeting ; your souls areas precious as seamen’s. 1s there one weep- 


s 


ing Mary here, who has washed the feet of Christ with her tears? Jf not, 
begin now, now is the aceepted time; O do not put it off one moment 
longer. There is not one here that can be a greater sinner than Mary Mag- 
dalene. Read tris night before you go torest, the seventh chapter of Luke, 
from the 36th verse, and then imitate that woman, who washed the feet of 
Christ with her tears, and wiped them withthe hairs of her head ; and then 


see the blessed result; ¢ And he said to the woman, thy faith hath saved’ 


thee; go in peace.’ ” 


quae 
—_—_ - — ~ 


ANECDOTE. 
Importance of a tract.—Extract of aletter from Mrs. Hendersor. 


«A mutual friendship subsisted between Mr. Hendersen and our exce¥- 
fent friend Patterson, in early life. ‘The latter, having finished his studies 
at Glasgow, was bent on labouring as a missionary in India. He sought a 


companion and feltow labourer ; and Mr. Henderson being willing to dé-’ 


vote hiinself to the same work, they embarked together for Copenhagen, in- 
tending to proceed from that port. But war breaking out between England 


and Deninark, they were detained in that capital, and laboured in acquir- 
ing the language, translating and distributing tracts, &c. It happened one day, as 
they were in the royal gardens, that Henderson gave a tract to a young physician 
who passed by. He readit, and it made such an impression on his mind, that he 
Wished to find who was the stranger that gave it to him. For this purpose, he went 
to a patient, one of the Moravian brethren, from: whom he was likely to obtain the 
information. This pious man rejoiced to find that such measures were taking to evan- 
zelize his countrymen, and rested not till he found out the abode of Patterson and his 
friend, and introduced himself tothem. From this individual our young missiona- 
ries learned the deplorable state of Iceland, in respect to the distribution of the scrip- 
tures, and a correspondence was entered into with the Bible Society for supplying the 
inhabitants. This laid the foundation for one or two frierds being engaged in the 
service of the Bible Society, and consequently for all the biessings that have flowed, 
are still flowing, and, no doubt, will yet more abundantly flow, from the Societies 
now existing in Denmark, Sweeden, Russia, Iceland---l was going to add, by anti- 
cipation, Turkey, Persia, &c. See, my friepd, what consequences wey resultfrom. 
the giving away of a SINGLE TRACT?! 
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4 MEMOIR -OF MBS. JOSLIN. 


Bisgvaph». 
MEMOIR OF MRS. JOSLIN. | 

The subject of this memoir was the daughter of Mr. Jonx Loomts, and 
the wife of Dr. Hezekiah Joslin. She was born in Westmoreland, Oneida 
County, Nov. 27th, 1800. 

From her early youth she was often known to be seriously "impressed 
with a sense of the importance of divine thi ings. But in the fall of 1816, 
her mind was more powerfully called up to attend to the concerns of her 
soul, and in the January following, she gave a very satisfactory relation of 
a work of grace in her heart, to the first Baptist Church in Westmoreland, 
and was baptized by Elder Philleo; and, from this time forth such was 
her exemplary life and conversation, that it inay be truly said the world 
took knowledge of her that she had been with Jesus. 

The fore part of May, 1820, she was married, and soon after removed 
to Lenox, Madison Co. to which place she also removed her church re- 
lation. 

From her childhood she possessed a feeble constitution, so that she hard- 
ly knew what it was te enjoy good health. But in February 1822, she had 
ua severe attack of bleeding at the lungs, which reduced her so low that it 
was not thought she would live through the spring, but during the summer 
she so iar regained her health asto be tolerably comfortable. In the latter 
yart of October following, she had another severe turn of raising blood 
and from this time she gradually declined till the 25th of April last when 
she entered her eternal rest. 

When she was first taken sick she had @ great conflict in her mind, feel- 

ing anxious to recover her health: but soon her gracious God shone. upon 
her soul with the light of his blessed countenance, and she was led to cast all 
her care upon him, and give up her all into his hands and from this time to her 
death she was never known to express any desire to gct well, bat it was her 
choice rather to depart and be wil Christ, which was far better. She often 
observed that the werld had now lost all its charms for her. She saw no- 
thing in it in any way deserving her affections, and wondered that she had 
been so much attached to the things of time and sense. As her disorder 
progressed her confidence in her Redeemer seemed to grow stronger. For 
afew weeks before her departure, her disorder became distressing to a 
very uncommon degree, and during this time her only fear seemed to be 
that her patience might not hold out, and that she should be unwilling to 
bear all that her Jesus saw fit to send upon her. Her mind seemed to be 
occupied much in reflecting upon the sufferings of her Saviour, and when 
conversing upon that subject she would exclaim “ did my dear Jesus suffer 
so much for me, and shall I be unwilling to bear this distress of body for 
a short time. Oh impatience, ’tis a cruel sin, it troubles me.”’ For the last 
fortnight of her life, in the afternoon in particular, her distress for breath 
was so great that it appeared many times almost to approach to suffocation, 
and she was sometimes so far overcome as to be led to pray earnestly that 
her soul might be released. With Job she exclaimed, “ wearisome days 
and nights are appointed unto me. Oh when shall I be delivered. But I 
shall go just when the Lord Jesus sees fit to call me, and O for patience. 
I pray God to grant me patience to wait his time.” 

At the commencement of one of her distressed turns in particular, she 
raised her hands and'yery feelingly exclaimed, “ O mv dear Jesus stand 
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by me in this tine of trouble.” At other times, she would comfort herself 
by reflecting that her distress served to hasten the happy period when she 
should behold the face-of her beloved, and that all her trials and troubles 
would enly make her rest the sweeter 3 ; and to one who stood by her, she 
said, “O I shall almest want to come back and tell you how happy 4 
am.” 

When those symptoms appeared that denoted a speedy termination of 
her complaint, she was very much animated, and toa friend who came in 
4o see her, she said, “ I am going home to glory, I am going to dwell with 
my Jesus, Ohow T jong to have the time come.” It may be proper here 
to observe that while in health, she appeared to havea more than ordinary 
fear of the pangs of death, and a dread at the thoughts of being buried ; 
but towards her last, her faith was so strong as to overcome the fear of 
dying, and she could then look upon the grave as a sweet place of rest. 

It was a source of consolation to her that she had given to God the best 
of her days, and exhorted others to prepare for death while in health ; for 
when they came to jie upor a sick bed, they would need the consolaticns 
of that religion, which was ken her support. 

Some time betore her death she observed, that she felt as though she had 
done all her work—had taken her leave of ‘the world, and was ready to 
go, and when the final hour my with a peculiar expression of calmness 
in her countenance, she yielded up her seul into the hands of her Saviour 


and her God. 








ORDINATIONS. 

May 23st 1523, Br. Vien Rensselaer Wail, was set apart to the work 
‘of the Gospel Ministry, in the Baptist Church of Genoa-and Lecke, (Cay- 
uga co. N. Y .) Elder ’ Philander Kelsey of Scipio, preached the sermon 
from Colosians iv. 17. “ fake heed to the ministry which thou hast re- 
ceived in the Lord, that thou fulfl it.” Elder Benjamm Andrews of 
Groton offered the consecrating prayer, and laid on haads with the minis- 
fers present. Elder P. P. Reots of Homer, gave the charge; Elder Ed- 
ward W. Martin of Lansing, gave the rigkt hand of fellowship ; and Br. 
Reuben Wincheii led in the concluding prayer. ‘The season was interest- 
ing, and we hope God will follow it with his blessing. 

June 4th, At Avon, N. Y. Br. Reuben Winchell was set apart to the 
work of the Gospel Ministry, by solemn ordination. ‘The services were 
performed as follows:—Br. David Pease preached the sermon from Acts 
xx. 24, “ But none of these things move me, neither count Imy life dear 
unto myself, so that I might finish my course with joy, and-the ministry 
which Ihave recewed of the Lord Jesus, to testify the gospel of the grace 
uf God.” The consecrating prayer was offered by Br. Solomon Goodale. 
Br. Isaiah Butler gave the charge, and Br. Elijah Weaver the hand of fele. 
lowship. The concluding prayer was offered by Mr. Whittlesy, Pastor 
of the Presbyterian Charch in that place. 

June 18th, Br. Alvah Kingsley, was set apart to the work of the Gos- 
pel Ministry, by solemn ordination, at Otselic, N. Y. Br. Nathaniel Otis, 
preached on the occasion; Br. Caleb Read offered the-consecrating prayer, 
and Jaid on-hands with Brethren N. Otis, and T. Jenil. Br. D. Hascall 
gave the charge, and Br. Kingsley the right hand ef Fellowship. Br 
diascall ofieved the concluding prayer. 
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From Female friends in Milo 
51-4 yds. Blanketing, 


$5 00)/From the 2d Female Society 





Rit MONATIONS...POETEM 


DONATIONS | 
Received since the Yast publication, by the hand of Eldér Jchn Peck, cob. 
lected on his tour to the west, May 1823. 


||Ree’d at Pompey, May 21, 1833. 





Female Society, Skeneatcles in Nelson, 7 6a 
cash and property, 8 94)\/Female Society, Greene, 6 53 
Female Society, Marcellus, ‘Lucy Sherman, a small sack 
cloth, 1 pair socks, 37 OG! of articles for Indian chik 
do. do. Tully, cloth 9 50} | dren. 
ido. do. Delphi, cloth i pw 
‘and other articles 16 50,! $91 32 
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iymn sung at the setting apart of Br. and Sister Wade, as Missionaries 


Though painful the hour 
When parting for life, 
Conflicting the pow’r, 
ki.bitter’d the strife ; 

W ibe nature and sorrow 
or conquest contend, 

The Christian may borrow; 
And Jesus will lend. 


His promise is sure, 

lis resources great, 

Tiis nature is pure, 
Exalted his state, 

His Spirit's now hov’ring, 
0 infinite stoop! 

His mantle is cov’ring 
iis heart-swelling group. 


The tear-gath’ring eye, 

He cheers with a ray, 
The erief surging sigh 

His beam sinks away : 
Abate, burning anguish‘ 
For glory’s in view, 

The souls cannot languish, 
To Christ ever true. 


Though bosoms may heave, 
And kindred may wail, 
They’re ready to leave, 
They’re panting to sail : 
Adieu, then most cheerful, 
Ye heralds of truth, 

Whose hearts are not fearful, 

- Jhough trembling in youth 


& 


to Surimah. 


To Burmah repair, 

To labour and die; 

May God keep you there 
With guards trom on high, 
When land is receding, 
And facing from sight, 
May Jesus be leading 

fue vessel by night. 





SO Cee eee tetelly tne 


Should tempests invade, 
And billows arise, 

Mav Ovean be faid 

By © peace,” from the shies. 
Surrounded by strangers 

In Gaudama’s land, 

Ail suff rings and dangers 
May heaven withstaud. 





That glories divine 

Oi Christ our dear Lord?, 
Resplendent may shine, 
Go, publish his word; 
His banner untolding, 
His Cross full in view, 
The Burmans beholding 
For mercy shalk-sue. 


When conflicts are ended 
And labours all o'er, ° 
The conquest extended 
From shore e’en to shore: 
*Reward is in heav’n, 
Where bliss is complete ;- 
The oath has been giveng. 
We're sure there ta meet. 











